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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Virginia City, Nevada, l i e s  almost equidistant between Reno and Carson City, on the 
face of Mount Davidson, 6,205 f ee t  about sea  level .  Access from Reno i s  up the 
breathtaking and serpentine Geiger Grade; the road from Carson City i s  l e s s  
t e r r i fy ing  but equally scenic. 

The town i s  plas tered i n  an unlikely gr id  some 1,500 f ee t  below the  summit of 
Mount Davidson, the  l e t t e r ed  s t r e e t s  running roughly north and south, the  named 
s t r e e t s  eas t  and west. C S t r ee t  i s  the  main business thoroughfare with the  s i t e  
of the former red-light d i s t r i c t  below on D S t ree t ,  and the Catholic and Episcopalian 
churches f a r tbe r  down the h i l l .  The f a r thes t  down of the  l o t  was the  Chinese quarter. 
The county courthouse, Piper's Opera House, the  Minerst Union Hall, and middle-class 
residences occupy B S t ree t .  The mansions--the Mackay House, the  Castle, the  Savage 
Mining Office--are sca t te red  about without regard t o  t h e i r  neighbors, giving a 
cachet t o  t h e i r  locale  ra ther  than huddling together on some Nob H i l l  from which 
they would have taken s t rength from exclusivity.  

There never was a mining town t h a t  did not burn; t h e i r  flimsy construction and 
- a t a s t e  for  24 hour he l l - ra i s ing  combined with awful regular i ty  t o  wipe the 

towns out. I f  the  diggings were good, the  towns were r ebu i l t  before the  ashes 
cooled--in t he  same jerry-bui l t  way. Virginia City burned four times before 
the Great Fire  of 1875--in 1863, 1865, 1866, and 1873--causing over a mill ion 
and a half  do l la rs  worth of damage. The Great Fire  of 1875 (October 26) caused 
$12,000,000 i n  property loss .  The great  center sect ion of town, from high above 
A Stree t  through the  Chinese quar ter  below and from Taylor S t ree t  on the south 

,, t o  Carson S t r ee t  on the  north, burned. Most of the  buildings i n  t h a t  section 
date from a f t e r  t he  f i r e .  Today's town with i t s  wooden sidewalks and garish 
signs r e f l e c t s  the  hey-day of Virginia C i tyqs  bonanza with an-admixture of 
modern honky-tonk, thanks t o  Nevada's gambling laws, and a l l  around l inger  the  
reminders of Comstock gloxy--now crumbling head-frames and t a i l i n g s  p i les .  
Many of the  faded residences a r e  taking on a new l i f e  as they a re  rehabi l i ta ted 
and returned t o  their former br i l l i ance .  

Important Buildings 

1. The Storey County Courthouse (1876). This rectangular brick building dates 
from a f t e r  the  Great Fire. Plain  br ick on three sides,  the  building has a 
front facade which i s  a l i ve ly  I t a l i ana t e  wedding cake, the  background brick,  
the confectionery stone. I t  i s  a f i ve  bay, two-story s t ruc ture  with a s l i gh t ly  
projecting central  pavil ion composed of a round-arched entry framed with dduble 
f l a t  p i l a s t e r s  and terminated by stone quoins. A projecting balcony supported 
by decorative double brackets i s  topped on the f ront .corners  by double urns. 
The porch serves t o  frame the  t r i p l e ,  f lat-arched window i n  the second s tory  
of the  central  pavilion. This window complex i s  topped by a carved segmental 
pediment with a cen t ra l  cartouche, the  whole supported by ornamental brackets. 
The center window embrasure is  bl ind and she l t e r s  a unique s t a tue  of Jus t i ce  
without a blindfold. The r igh t  and l e f t  wings a re  composed of two bays each, 
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t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows being double and round-arched with pediments matching the  
one over t he  s t a t u e  of Ju s t i c e .  The second s t o r y  windows a r e  a l so  double, with 
f l a t  arches surmounted by t r i angu l a r  carved pediments with cen t ra l  cartouches. 
The cornice i s  supported by decorative brackets and topped by a pediment broken 
by a heavily ornamented chimney bearing t he  da te  of  t he  bui ld ing on i t s  f ront  
face. The br ick  i s  painted white and the  applied decorations a r e  picked out  i n  
yellow and white, giving t he  building a l i v e l y  and sophis t ica ted look. The 
courthouse is  s t i l l  i n  use including t he  o ld  j a i l  and t he  second f l o o r  courtroom. 

2. The Fourth Ward School (1876). This l a rge  rectangular  wooden building of 
the  Second Empire S ty l e  s tands  on a ra i sed  s tone foundation and r i s e s  through 
two s t o r i e s  t o  a shingle  Mansard roof pierced by dormers carrying double round- 
arched windows and semi-circular  "eyebrow" roofs.  Each facade o f  t he  building 
has a project ing cen t r a l  pavi l ion.  The cen t r a l  pavi l ion of the  f ron t  facade 
r i s e s  th ree  s t o r i e s  i n  a tower-like p ro jec t ion  with i t s  own Mansard roof pierced 
by louvered v e n t i l a t o r  dormers with semi-circular  roofs.  A t en  s t ep  s t a i r c a se  
with one ba lu s t e r  t o  each s t e p  leads t o  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  entrance which is  flanked 
a t  the  top by curious carved r o s e t t e s  giving t he  impression of volutes.  The 
r i gh t  and l e f t  wings o f  the  f ron t  facade a r e  t h r ee  bays each, having round- 
arched windows and semi-circular  pediments supported by decorative brackets.  The 
s i de  facades have a p ro jec t ing  cen t r a l  pavi l ion and wings, th ree  bays t o t a l ,  with 
double round-arched windows and semi-circular  pediments with decorative brackets. 
The building i s  painted white with maroon t r i m  including t he  water t ab l e ,  double 
b e l t  course, cornice and cornice brackets.  I t  was used as a school, first grade 
through high school, u n t i l  1936. I t  has recen t ly  been renovated and i s  now a 
community center .  

3. S t .  Mary's i n  t he  Mountain Catholic Church (1876). This Victorian Gothic 
church of br ick  with s tone t r i m  is, with t he  poss ible  exception of the  court- 
house, the  most a rch i tec ton ic  s t r uc tu r e  i n  Virginia  City. Basil ican i n  form 
with t he  s t e ep l e  a t  t he  entrance end, the  church has s t eep  pointed arches over 
t he  th ree  po r t a l s ,  double lancet  windows above the  r i g h t  and l e f t  po r t a l s ,  and 
bu t t resses  on the  corner of  the  facade and framing the  po r t a l s  and rose  window 
(eight  i n  a l l ) .  Machicolations l i n e  the  eaves. The b e l l  i n  t he  tower is  of 
s i l v e r  as  b e f i t t e d  t h e  premier s i l v e r  town i n  America. The i n t e r i o r  walls a r e  
p l a in  p l a s t e r ,  a  f i n e  hammer-beam roof,  carved pews, and t h e  vari-colored l i g h t  
f i l t e r i n g  through t he  s ta ined  g lass  of  t h e  double-lancet windows being the  only 
decoration save f o r  t he  S ta t ions  of t he  Cross and a paint ing over t he  a l t a r .  
S t .  Mary's is  an ac t ive  par i sh  church. 
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4. S t .  P a u l t s  Episcopal Church (1876). A charming Gothic Revival building some- 
what dwarfed by i t s  more e labora te  neighbor S t .  Mary's, S t .  Paul 's i s  constructed 
of  wood with wooden quoins, a s teep-pitched gable roof and corner tower with i t s  
own quoins and topped by a s teep,  shingled s p i r e .  The p o r t a l  i s  flanked by 
double l ance t  windows surmounted by a d r i p  mould. Over t h e  p o r t a l  i s  a t r i p l e -  
lancet  window with a d r i p  mould. The tower f e n e s t r a t i o n  cons i s t s  of  a wide 
lancet  on t h e  first l e v e l ,  a double l ance t  on t h e  second l e v e l ,  and a t r i p l e -  
lancet  louver i n  t h e  bell-chamber, a l l  with d r i p  moulds. S t .  Paul ' s  i s  an 
ac t ive  church. 

5. The F i r s t  Presbyterian Church (1867). This s t i c k  s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  one of 
t h e  few bui ld ings  i n  Virginia  Ci ty  t o  have survived t h e  Great Fi re .  The cen t ra l  
pav i l ion  p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  and t h e  p o r t a l  and double-lancet window above it a r e  
framed i n  Tudor arches. A wooden b u l l t s - e y e  i s  centered above t h e  window, and 
t h e  gable roofed campanile holds a small b e l l .  S ingle  gothic-arched windows 
with d r i p  moulds f lank t h e  p o r t a l .  The bu i ld ing  i s  painted  white and t h e  s t i c k  
t r i m ,  t h e  d r i p  moulds and t h e  eaves of  t h e  steep-pitched gable roof a re  painted 
a r i c h  chocolate. The church i s  an a c t i v e  one. 

6. P iper ' s  Opera House (1883). Bu i l t  a f t e r  t h e  Great F i re ,  t h i s  t h r e e  s t o r y  
frame t h e a t e r  with arcaded b r ick  facade was one of  t h e  f i n e s t  houses i n  t h e  
West, with a rake s t age ,  sp r ing  dance f l o o r ,  and suspended balcony. The house 
is  dark today, bu t  it once rang t o  applause f o r  t h e  l i k e s  of Maude Adams, 
Edwin Booth, and L i ly  Langtry. 

7, Knights of Pythias and Minerst Union Hal ls  (1876). These br ick  buildings 
a r e  good examples o f  t h e  commercial s t y l e s  of a century ago, with t h e i r  t a l l  
ground f l o o r  doors. The Knights of  Pythias Hall  has,  i n  t h e  second s t o r y ,  th ree  
t a l l  windows encased i n  round arches with e labora te  imposts and keystones. The 
cornice is  now missing; t h e  facade terminates i n  a f a l s e  f r o n t  with c l a s s i c a l  
de ta i l ing .  The Minerst Union Hal l  s t i l l  has i t s  s t e e l  f i r e  doors on t h e  f irst  
f l o o r ,  four windows topped by segmental arches with keystones i n  t h e  second 
f l o o r ,  and t h e  f a l s e  f r o n t  continuing through a d e n t i l  and a p leasan t ly  curved 
parapet.  The f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  shaded by a porch supported by four  Doric columns 
and surmounted by a balustrade.  Both bui ld ings  a r e  under res to ra t ion .  

8. The T e r r i t o r i a l  Enterpr ise  (1862). Mark Twain made t h i s  t h e  most famous 
newspaper i n  t h e  west. The p l a i n  b r i ck  facade of t h i s  bu i ld ing  i s  enlivened 
by an e c l e c t i c  arcaded porch with superimposed Corinthian c a p i t a l s  3/4 of t h e  
way up t h e  pos t s ,  t h e  whole crowned by a balus t rade .  The four windows of the  
second s t o r y  a r e  c leanly  s e t  i n ,  and t h e  cornice is  supported by decorat ive 
brackets .  The bui ld ing houses a newspaper museum. 

(CONTINUED) 
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9. The Cast le  (1868). This charming wooden Victorian cot tage  was b u i l t  by 
mine superintendent Robert Graves behind a massive re ta in ing  wall topped by a 
balustrade.  The f ron t  facade i s  composed of th ree  sec t ions ,  t he  center  being 
a three-s tory  tower with mansard roof p ierced by a dormer i n  each face.  The 
l e f t  sec t ion  is  a two s t o r y  rectangular  block with a bay-window on the  ground 
f loor  and a double window topped by a bull 's-eye on t he  second f loor .  To the  
r i g h t  a stepped-back two-story sec t ion  includes t he  ent race  s e t  i n  a semi- 
c i r cu l a r  arch and she l t e red  by a porch supported by a p i l l a r  and two engaged 
columns, decorated by an ox-yoke curved opening and den t i l l ed  cornice,  and 
topped by a ba lu s t r a t e .  Scrollwork decorates t h e  corners of the  eaves of a l l  
sec t ions ,  and t he  edges of each sec t ion  a r e  emphasized by wooden quoins enclosed 
i n  moulding. Each of t h e  sec t ions  has a den t i l l ed  cornice. The house i s  
current ly  a museum. 

10. The Savage House (1876). This wooden Second Empire s t r uc tu r e  was once the  
Savage Mining Company of f i ce  and l a t e r  the  mine superintendent 's  residence. 
Two s t o r i e s  and t he  mansard roof high, the  bui ld ing i s  notable f o r  t he  e laborate  
treatment of the  window and door surrounds, the  cornice and decorative brackets,  
the  porch columns with i n t r i c a t e  scrollwork, and the  ba lu s t r a t e s  which surround 
the  house a t  t he  ground f l oo r  and second s t o r y  on t h r ee  s ides  of the  house. 
Bui l t  i n t o  t he  s i d e  of the  h i l l ,  the  house shows only i t s  second s t o ry  and 
mansard t o  C S t r e e t ,  while the  full two and a h a l f  s t o r i e s  a r e  v i s i b l e  on 
D S t r e e t .  The house i s  a museum and p r i va t e  residence. 

11. The Mackay Mansion (1860's). This rec tangular  red br ick  house r i s e s  
through two s t o r i e s  t o  a hipped roof with cen t ra l  chimney decorated with 
recessed arches and a corbelled cap. The entrances a r e  t a l l  wood and g lass  
doors with transoms s e t ,  l i k e  t h e  double hung four  over four  windows, i n t o  
embrasures capped with s tone l i n t e l s .  The windows have green louvered 
shu t te r s .  The bui ld ing is  surrounded by a colonaded porch supported by square 
columns near ly  Tuscan i n  s t y l e .  The spr ings  o f  t he  arches a r e  i n s e t  with 
elaborate millwork, and t he  whole porch is  topped by a ba lu s t r a t e .  The house 
is  a museum. 

The cen t ra l  business d i s t r i c t  of Virginia  Ci ty  is  made up o f  two and th ree  
s to ry  br ick  buildings.  The f i r s t  f l oo r s  contain shops and saloons. They 
have t a l l  windows and doors with transoms over them. The second s t o ry  windows 
a r e  usual ly  t a l l  and s e t  i n  arched openings of one kind o r  another. Occasionally 
they a r e  s e t  i n  cleanly.  Most o f  the  buildings have ornamental cornices sup- 
ported by brackets,  and near ly  a l l  of them have porches over the  wooden side- 
walks supported by p i l l a r s  occasionally ornate.  Often the  porches a r e  topped 
by balustrades.  Depsite t he  decay of an occasional building,  the  business 
d i s t r i c t  i s  a good example o f  the  1870's and 1880's s t y l e  of  commercial 
archi tec ture .  

(CONTINUED) 
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The t i n y  v i l l a g e s  of S i l v e r  Ci ty ,  Gold H i l l ,  and Dayton a r e  a l s o  included i n  
t h e  boundary. They have a few bui ld ings  l e f t  l i k e  those i n  Virginia  City. When 
t h e  Comstock was i n  bonanza, bui ld ings  s t r e t c h e d  from Virginia  Ci ty  t o  S i l v e r  
Ci ty  with hardly  a break. Almost a l l  a r e  gone now, and the  r e s t l e s s  surge of 
men and mining equipment i s  s t i l l e d .  A l l  up and down t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  h i l l s  
amidst t h e  spa rse  brush cover a r e  yellow p i l e s  of  t a i l i n g s  as  i f  some giant  
insec t  had passed t h a t  way chewing up t h e  e a r t h  and s p i t t i n g  it out .  The mines 
a re  closed and t h e  sound of the  t o u r i s t  i s  heard i n  t h e  land. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1859 BUI LDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Virginia City, on the Comstock Lode, was the first silver rush town; it was also the 
first area in the West where the methods of large-scale industrial and corporate 
enterprise were intensely applied and developed. As the experimental laboratory 
for these techniques, which were introduced with such success between 1860 and 1864, 
Virginia City thus became the prototype of the subsequent important mining towns 
that appeared oh the mining frontier in Colorado, Idaho, Montana, and eastern Nevada, 

As Rodman W. Paul has aptly expressed it: "Technologically, economically, and 
sociclogically the Comstock Lode represented a big and abrupt stride beyond the 
farthest limits reached in California during the 1850s. No California mining ven- 
ture of the 1850s had demanded such a huge investment, none had been conducted on 
such a flamboyantly large scale, none had required such a rapid advance in 
engineering and technology. Nor had California mining, even in the field of quartz, 
led to the factorylike industrial relations that so soon characterized Virginia City 
and Gold Hill. lv 

Finally, the great bonanzas of the Comstock Lode and Virginia City mines, totaling 
$292,726,310 and paying $125,335,925 in dividends, from 1859 to 1882, dominated 
western mining history from 1870 to 1879.2 

History 

In the western Nevada desert country the Washoe Mountains extended eastward in the 
Great Basin from the Sierra Nevada. About 2,000 feet below the summit of Mount 
Davidson lay a great vein of decomposed gold and silver quartz, which extended for 
two-and-a-half miles through the eastern face of Mount Davidson and underneath the 
future sites of the cities of Gold Hill and Virginia City. Ever since 1850 a small 
group of p ~ " o " " s p T C f ~ ~ T B ~ ~ a  had been searching with indifferent success 
for placeragold in this rqgg~..,,*~ January 28, 1859, however, Peter OIRiley and 
Patrick ~ctaqghkin hit pay dista.! / Passing by shortly afterward, Elenry Comstock 

t *ac. 
8 

".+*j< * ~l.2 ,.%I>,. , r &  _f i 
l~odmas W. pad, Mining Frontyers of the Far West, 1848-1880 (New York, 1963), 57. - .MI+ 6 .  , : 

! *.+*j< -" ~l.2 ;%I>,. , r &  J 
l~odmab W. pad, Mining Frontyers of the Far West, 1848-1880 (New York, 1963), 57. - .MI+ 6 .  , : 
20f the t bullion produce and reported for tax purposes in Nevada during 

the period November, 1.86'6 to Dece 9 ber 31, 1880, the Comstock Lode provided $259,530,227 
out of the Grand total of $365,341,583. 

%he discoverers included Henry T. P. Comstock, James Fennimore, Peter OVRiley, 
and Patrick McLaughlin 
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ta lked himself i n t o  a share  i n  t he  claim, and so  loud was h i s  boasting, t ha t  the  
whole lode f i n a l l y  bore h i s  name: t he  Comstock Lode. Believing they had placer  
claim, t he  prospecters were disappointed when t he  "blue s t u f f "  clogged the  c l e a t s  
of t h e i r  c rad le  and yielded only a small amount of gold. About June 1 2 ,  1859, 
however, they h i t  a quartz vein,  which they named t h e  Ophir Mine. Later t ha t  
month samples of the  blue quartz were sen t  t o  Nevada City,  Cal i fornia ,  where 
assays revealed t he  o r e  t o  be three-fourths s i l v e r ,  a metal with which the  miners 
were then unfamiliar .  The news spread i n s t an t l y  and t r iggered t he  f i r s t  s i l v e r  
rush i n  American h i s to ry .  By April 1860, some 10,000 hopefuls from Cal i fornia  
had a r r ived  and Virginia  Ci ty  and Gold H i l l  were l a i d  out a s  c i t i e s .  

Unlike t he  gold p lacer  deposts i n  Cal i fornia ,  which had been ea s i l y  mined by 
the  unexperienced with few too l s ,  t he  Comstock S i l ve r  was locked i n  quartz 
veins which required expensive machinery t o  ex t r ac t .  Unable t o  mine, the  men 
then turned ins tead t o  speculat ion;  near ly  17,000 claims were located,  37 
mining companies were organized i n  1860 with paper stock values exceeding 
$30,000,000 and 49 more were incorporated i n  1861, these  were t he  popular 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Every miner was a po t en t i a l  mi l l iona i re ,  although few had 
su f f i c i en t  cash t o  pay t h e i r  grocery b i l l s .  Of the  vas t  number of claims f i l e d ,  
only a dozen were t o  be worked prof i t ab ly ,  and one-half of t h e  t o t a l  production 
of the  Comstock and fou r - f i f t h s  of the  dividends were t o  come from four  mines 
located i n  adjacent  pa i r s :  namely, t h e  Crown Point and Belcher, and the  Con- 
so l ida ted  Virginia and Ca l i fo rn ia  mines. 

By August, 1860 many disappointed miners had returned t o  Cal i fornia ,  but 
Virginia City s t i l l  had 42 s t o r e s ,  42 saloons, 2 stamp m i l l s ,  5 lumber yards, 
3 ho te l s ,  5 boarding houses, many other  business establishments, 6 res taurants ,  
and 868 dwellings, a s  well a s  a population of 2,345. The adjacent  town of 
Gold H i l l  had 638 people and 179 houses. Total  population i n  Nevada was then 
6,857. 

In 1860-62 period Virginia Ci ty  mine owners struggled with t h e  new problems 
t h a t  confronted them i n  mining s i l v e r .  These included t h e  necess i ty  of driving 
deep sha f t s  t o  follow t h e  veins and a l so  of devising machinery t h a t  could pro- 
f i t a b l y  work the  ore.  

George Hearst,  a quartz mine operator of Nevada Ci ty  and Grass Valley, Cal i fornia ,  
acquired a one-sixth i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Ophir Mine a t  Gold H i l l .  A t  t h e  depth of 
175 f e e t  Hearst found t h a t  h i s  men were unable t o  proceed deeper, because even 
t he  s t rongest  timbers broke under t h e  weight of t he  ea r th .  In November, 1860, 
Hearst brought i n  Ph i l i p  Deidesheimer, an engineer and manager of a quartz 
mine i n  E l  Dorado County, Cal i fornia ,  t o  work on t he  problem. By December 
Deidesheimer had invented t h e  famous "square se t "  plan t o  timbering, which 
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enabled mine6 eventually to be pushed down even to the 4,000 foot level on the 
Comstock Lode. In 1862 Almarin B. Paul, of Nevada City, California, who had 
been working in Nevada since 1860, devised highly improved versions of the 
basic California stamp mill and also a chemical method that became known 
throughout the mining world as the "Washoe pan process," or "Washoe pan 
amalgamation," to extract silver from the ore. Blowers for ventilation and 
powerful pumps also had to be improved as the shafts went even deeper, to 
provide air and to prevent underground streams from flooding the mines. 

In 1861 the Comstock Mines began yielding their bullion in quantity and 
San Francisco capital poured into Virginia City to build roads and provide 
machinery. The San Francisco Stock and Exchange Board was organized on 
September 11, 1862, and stock shares in the Comstock Mines were sold to some 
30,000 people, thus making Virginia City a true industrial suburb of San Fran- 
cisco. By 1863 Virginia had a population of 15,000. Home and office buildings 
were erected in great number; gas and sewer pipes were installed, and eighty 
stamp mills were in operation. Next to San Francisco, Virginia City was the 
most important metropolitan center in the Pacific Coast. 

In 1863 the Comstock mines were also unionized. The "Miners Protective Associa- 
tion," formed at Virginia City in 1863, became the larger "Minerst League of 
Storey County" in 1864; which had as their purpose the establishment of a 
standard wage of $4.00 a day for miners. The hard times of 1864-75,however, 
resulted in the dissolution of the unions. With the return of prosperity, how- 
ever, a new and much more powerful "Miners Union" was established on July 4, 
1867. Most of the Comstockts 3,000 miners joined this union, which success- 
fully established the $4.00 rate in 1867 and the eight hour day in 1872. From 
Virginia City similar unions were subsequently organized in other Nevada and 
California mining towns. 

When decreased bullion production caused hard times at Virginia City in 1864, 
William C. Ralston, president and founder of the San Francisco Bank of 
California, and William Sharon, his agent at Virginia City, made a series of 
large loans to desperate Comstock mill operators and mine owners. When these 
notes came due, Ralston foreclosed and the stamp mills, together with many of 
the mines and much other property, came into the hands of the Bank of California. 
Ralston organized the Union Milling and Mining Company in 1867 thereby consoli- 
dated a number of mills and relocating them on the Carson River, where water 
power could operate the mills at less cost. Efficiency was increased and com- 
petition was eliminated by his monopoly of milling facilities. Ralston also 
acquired ownership of the wa%er companies and lumber firms that served the 
Comstock mines. In 1869 he constructed the Virginia and Truckee Railroad to 
carry the ore from mines the twenty-one miles to the mills on the Carson River. 
In 1872 he next extended the railroad north to Reno, where it connected with 
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t he  new t ranscont inenta l  l i n e  of  t he  Central  Pacific-Union Pac i f i c  ra i l road .  
Under Ralston's d i rec t ion ,  t he  "bank crowd" were t he  IIKings of the  Comstock" 
from 1864 t o  1875. They had ra t iona l ized  t he  Comstock operations,  and i n  
doing so, had provided increased e f f i c iency  a t  t he  cost  of monopolizing 
mil l ing and t ranspor ta t ion  and forc ing t h e i r  way i n t o  most of t he  p rof i t ab le  
mining operations.  

Ralston's monopoly was not  impregnable. In 1870 John P. Jones and Alvinza Hay- 
ward brought i n  a bonanza of $60,000,000 a t  the  Crown Point and Belcher mines 
before Ralston was aware of t h e i r  f ind.  A second group successful ly  challenged 
Ralston's control  i n  1874-75. Testing a theory t h a t  deep i n  t he  ea r th  t he  
Comstock Lode grew wide and deep, James G.  Fa i r ,  James C.  Flood, John W. 
Mackay, and W i l l i a m  S. OtBrien of San Francisco qu i e t l y  acquired the  Consoli- 
dated Virginia  and Ca l i fo rn ia  mines i n  1871 by buying stocks a t  reduced pr ices .  
In 1872 they began dr iv ing sha f t s  deep i n  t he  rock of Mount Davidson. In March, 
1873, they s t ruck  highly favorable s igns ,  and i n  October, a t  the  1,167 foot  l eve l ,  
they s t ruck  the  '!Big Bonanza," a lode of gold and s i l v e r  54 f e e t  wide. Yielding a 
t o t a l  of $105,168,859 from 1873 t o  1882, and paying $74,250,000 i n  dividends, t h i s  
was the  g rea tes t  s i ng l e  bonanza i n  mining h i s to ry .  The mad specula t ive  wave t ha t  
followed the  discovery of t h i s  bonanza ruined W i l l i a m  Ralston and broke the  Bank 
of Ca l i fo rn ia ' s  control  o f  the  Comstock Lode. Fa i r ,  Flood, Mackay and OIBrien 
became the  new "Silver Kings" and b u i l t  t h e i r  palaces on Nob H i l l  i n  San Fran- 
cisco. But even t he  fabulous wealth of  the  Comstock Lode could not  l a s t  forever.  
Production reached an annual high of more than $38,000,000 i n  1876, but by 1878 
it had f a l l e n  t o  $20,500,000, then decreasing t o  $7,500,000 i n  1879, $3,600,000 
in1880, and dropping t o  only $1,400,000 i n  1881. Comstock stocks which had been 
valued a t  $?jO00,000,000 i n  1875, were only worth $7,000,000 i n  1880. The popula- 
t i o n  of Virginia Ci ty  which had increased from 11,359 i n  1870 t o  20,000 i n  1875, 
then f e l l  t o  15,448 by 1880, and t o  9,000 by 1889. 

The influence of t he  Comstock Lode, 1860-1880, was enormous. Wealth was poured 
i n to  San Francisco, e s tab l i sh ing  t h a t  c i t y  as the  Queen Ci ty  of  the  Pac i f i c  
Coast. Unlike the  Ca l i fo rn ia  gold rush, which d i s t r i bu t ed  t he  money widely, a 
small number of individuals  accumulated immense fortunes from the  Comstock Mines. 
These wealthy men were t o  be prominent i n  subsequent chapters of Cal i fornia ' s ,  
Nevada's, and the  nat ion 's  h i s to ry .  Both mining and speculat ion were organized 
as la rge  s ca l e  business operations f o r  the  f i r s t  time i n  t he  West on the  Com- 
stock. The g rea t  in f lux  of s i l v e r ,  which prompted t he  government t o  es tab l i sh  
a branch mint a t  Carson City and the  large  new mint a t  San Francisco, a l t e r ed  
t he  r a t i o  between gold and s i l v e r .  Because of t h e  Comstock rush,  Nevada became 
a t e r r i t o r y  i n  1861 and a s t a t e  on October 31, 1864. Freighting, farming, and 

(CONTINUED) 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

U N I T E D  STATES DEPAKTMLNT Ol- THE INTLKIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Virginia City His to r ic  D i s t r i c t  
CONTl NU ATlON SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 5 

ranching were g rea t ly  stimulated4 and t he  construction and locat ion of the  f i r s t  
t ranscont inenta l  r a i l r oad  was a l so  affected.  Final ly ,  some of  the  most important 
technological achievements i n  t he  mining indust ry  were worked out  a t  the  Comstock. 
These included Deidesheimerts squ i re  s e t  system of timbering, Paul 's Washoe pro- 
cess of  reducing ores,  and i n  1878 Adolph Sutro a l so  completed h i s  great  
engineering p ro jec t ,  the  20,480 foot  Sutro tunnel which was constructed t o  dra in  
t he  Comstock Mines, a t  a cos t  of $6,500,000. 

Of a l l  the  people who took p a r t  i n  the  rush t o  Washoe, only a handful ever 
grasped, much l e s s  held  on t o ,  the  Big Bonanza. Neither McLaughlin, who sold 
out  f o r  $3,500 and l a t e r  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  wandering, o r  OtRiley, who died i n  an 
insane asylum, ever benefi ted.  Comstock, who i n  promoting t he  s t r i k e  promoted 
himself, died i n  1870 outs ide  Bozeman, Montana, s t i l l  prospecting. He was 
probably murdered. Ralston, as h i s  Bank of Ca l i fo rn ia  closed i t s  doors i n  1875, 
was found f l oa t i ng  i n  San Francisco Bay, probably a suic ide .  The bank re-  
opened s i x  weeks l a t e r  and paid off i t s  depositors.  William OtBrien, one 
the  Big Four of the  Consolidated Virginia,  died of Bright 's  d isease  i n  San 
Rafael, Cal i fornia ,  i n  1878 without having much time t o  enjoy t h i s  new wealth. 

And then the re  were t he  winners. From the  small beginnings i n  Virginia  City 
and the  Ophir Mine, George Hearst went on t o  found one of the  great  American 
fortunes based on mines i n  Mexico and the  Homestake and Anaconda mines i n  
South Dakota and Montana. The Hearst name i s  perhaps be s t  known today f o r  i ts  
newspaper chain, but the  San Francisco Examiner was merely a toy Hearst bought 
t o  forward h i s  p o l i t i c a l  ambitions. The money was from mining. 

Adolph Sutro was a l o se r  who won, H i s  famous tunnel ,  completed a f t e r  the  boom 
was over,  never paid i t s  cos t s ,  but he so ld  out a t  the  peak and r e t i r e d  t o  
San Francisco where he made a for tune i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  (he owned one-twelfth of 
the  c i t y  a t  one time) and was e lec ted  Mayor of the  Ci ty  i n  1894 on the  
Populist  t i cke t .  

4 ~ o r  example, the  number of  cu l t iva ted  acres i n  Nevada increased from 
14,560 acres i n  1860 t o  81,106 acres  by 1880. The population of Nevada i n  
1860 was 6,857; of these  194 were farmers and ranchers. Population of Nevada 
increased as follows: 16,374 i n  1871, 42,491 i n  1870, 62,266 i n  1880 and 
f e l l  t o  47,355 i n  1890. 

(CONTINUED) 
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James G. Fai r  was another S i l v e r  King who held on t o  h i s  money, invest ing i n  
land, buildings,  and ra i l roads .  In  1881 he was e lec ted  t o  a term i n  the  Senate, 
but he was ch ie f ly  known f o r  t he  gaudy ambition of h i s  family. 

Of a l l  t he  S i l v e r  Kings, James Mackay was t he  most popular. After  h i s  spectacular 
success i n  Virginia City,  he acquired much western r e a l  e s t a t e  and became a 
d i rec tor  of t he  Southern Pac i f ic  Railroad. Moving f i r s t  t o  San Francisco, then 
t o  New York City, and f i n a l l y  t o  Europe, Mackay fought a spectacular b a t t l e  t o  
break t he  telegraph and cable monopoly of Jay Gould. He l a i d  two submarine 
cables t o  Europe i n  1884 and, i n  1886, he began a b a t t l e  on land t o  break the  
Gould-Western Union monopoly, Mackay was planning a Pac i f ic  cable when he died 
i n  London i n  1902. 

Par t  of the  town of  Dayton forms a non-contiguous segment of  the  Virginia City 
His to r ic  D i s t r i c t  because of i ts  close  connection with t h e  Cornstock Lode. 

Dayton i s  t he  o ldes t  town i n  Nevada. In 1849 Spofford Hall s e t  up a t rading 
post the re  t o  provision Forty-niners. Most t r ave l e r s  stopped along t he  Carson 
River t o  r e c r u i t  t h e i r  animals a f t e r  the  t e r r i b l e  Forty Mile Desert, and many 
improved t h e i r  time by prospecting, bu t  although some gold was discovered, most 
of t he  men moved on t o  the  Ca l i fo rn ia  f i e l d s .  Some men stayed t o  work placer  
deposits  up Gold Canyon t o  t he  northwest, however, and a set t lement grew up 
around t he  t rading post. Because of the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a more o r  l e s s  constant 
water supply i n  t he  Carson River, a stamp m i l l  was located there .  

I t  was miners working up t h e  gulch from Dayton t h a t  found t h e  fabulous Cornstock 
Lode. When the  rush t o  Washoe began, many of Dayton's res iden ts  took themselves 
and t h e i r  houses up t he  h i l l  t o  Virginia Ci ty ,  but the  town did no t  d ie ,  because 
t he  water remained. Eventually Dayton came t o  be t he  mil l ing center f o r  t he  
whole Comstock Lode, as well as  a lumber, timber, and supply center f o r  the  
region. A t  i t s  height,  i n  1845, it had a population of 2,500. By 1900 t he  
population was down t o  500. 
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L i s t  of H i s to r i c  S t ruc tu res  i n  Virginia  Ci ty ,  Nevada. See accompanying map 
(Lis t  prepared by Charles W. Sne l l ,  February 20, 19613. 

1. Open P i t  Mine 22. Crysta l  Bar 

2.  4th Ward School 23. Virginia  Club 

3. Savage Mng Co. Office 24. Rock Shop 

4. J. W. Mackay Home 25. Tour is t  Bureau 

5. Presbyterian Church 26. Old M r .  Comstock Bar 

6. 62 Bar 27. Totem Trading Post 

7. Old Washoe Club 28, Pioneer Drug Store  

8. Post Office 29. Tel. Off ice  E Book Store  

9. Sazarac 30. Delta Saloon Cafe 

10. Graves Cast le  31. Sawdust Saloon G Cafe 

11. Cole Mansion 32. Bomundts A r t  Gallery 

12 .  M t .  Davidson-Sun M t .  33. T e r r i t o r i a l  Enterpr ise  

13. F i re  House 34. Bucket of Blood Saloon 

14. Catholic Church 35. Museum of Memories 

15. Episcopal Church 36. 39 V E T RR Tunnel 

16. Osbiston Shaft 37. Chinatown Ruins 

17. Combination Shaft 38. KP 6 Minerst Union Halls  

18. King Mansion 39. Si te- - Internat ional  Hotel 

19. Lucius Beebe Res. 40. L O O F H a l l  

20. Court House 41. Capitol Bar 6 Cafe 

21. P iper ' s  Opera House 42. Molinell i  Hotel . 
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43. S i l v e r  Stope 

44. Comstock Hotel Dine-Bar 

45. Masonic Hall 

46, Sky Deck Bar 

47. S i l ve r  Dollar  Hotel 

48. Virginia Garage 

49. Brass Rail  Saloon 

Union Brewery Saloon 

Id l e  Hour Ceramics 

Ruins VET RR Pass Depot 

VET RR Freight  Depot 

City Gas Tank 

Power Sub. Sta.  

C 6 C Shaft  Ruins 

Ruins Gasworks 

Nevada Brewery 

Area Disc. Comstock Lode 

Con. Virginia  M i l l  

S i t e  of Ophir Shaft 

Evans Stamp M i l l  

Capt. Storey Mnt, 

Cemeteries 

Union Shaft  Ruins 
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The National His to r ic  Landmark fo r  Virginia City includes se lected port ions of the 
VSrginia City His to r ic  D i s t r i c t  a s  s e t  up by t h e  Virginia City His to r ic  Commission. 
T h i s  includes Virginia City, Gold H i l l ,  S i lve r  City, t he  Sutro Tunnel, the  town of 
Dayton, and t he  surrounding mining d i s t r i c t .  

The D i s t r i c t  i s  i n  two uni ts .  The western boundary of the  f i r s t  un i t  i s  the  
Washoe County-Storey County l i ne .  The d i s t r i c t  includes, from nor th  t o  south, 
the  following sect ions  of Townsup 17 north,  Range 21 eas t :  p a r t i a l  sect ions  19 
and 30, f u l l  sect ions  20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29; the  following sect ions  of Township 16 
north,  Range 21 eas t :  the  western half  of sect ion 1, f u l l  sect ions  2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 
9, 10, and 16; a l so  p a r t i a l  sec t ion  36 of Township 17 nor th  Range 20 ea s t ;  and 
sect ions  1, 12 and p a r t i a l  s e c t i o l  11 of TownsExLp 16 north,  Range 20 eas t .  

The second un i t  i s  par t  of the  town of Dayton. The verbal  boundary descr ipt ion 
f o r  t he  Dayton un i t  is  keyed t o  the  accompanying verbal  boundary descr ipt ion 
sketch map. Beginning a t  t he  corner of F i f t h  Avenue and U.S. 50, proceed i n  a 
southerly d i rec t ion  along the  western curb of U.S.50 c i r ca  19,000 f e e t  t o  the  
junction of U.S .50 and River Street; thence i n  a nor ther ly  d i rec t ion  along the  western 
curbs of River and Shady Lane S t r ee t s  t o  a point  about 75 f e e t  from the  junction 
of Shady Lane and Logan Alley; thence i n  a westerly d i rec t ion  c i r ca  90 f e e t  t o  the 
back of the  Bob Johnson property; thence i n  a nor ther ly  d i rec t ion  c i r ca  110 f e e t  
t o  the  northwest corner of the  Dawton Sand and Gravel property; thence i n  an 
eas te r ly  d i rec t ion  240 f e e t  along the  north curb of Logan Alley t o  the  junction of 
Logan Alley and Second S t ree t ;  thence i n  a nor ther ly  d i rec t ion  50 f e e t  along the  
western curb of Second S t r ee t  t o  the  corner of the  Church property; thence around 
the  Church property; thence i n  a nor ther ly  d i rec t ion  c i r c a  380 f e e t  along the  western 
curb of Second S t r e e t  t o  the  junction of Second S t r ee t  and F i f t h  Avenue; thence i n  an 
ea s t e r l y  d i rec t ion  360 f e e t  along the  southern curb of F i f t h  Avenue t o  the  junction of 
F i f t h  Avenue and U.S. 50,the point  of beginning. 

UTM' s 
Unit One Unit Two (Dayton) 
A. 11.275830.4356610 A. 11.276600.4346700 
B. 11.278030.4351740 B. 11.276550.4345850 
C. 11.278000.4350120 C. 11.276300.4345600 
D. 11.275510.4348560 D. 11.276350.4346650 
E. 11.273860.4347000 
F. 11.2722604347000 
G. 11.266280.4348820 
H. 11.299720.4356770 
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